LINOLEUM

How To Repair It, Install It, & Clean It

By Leo Blacksan and Deboral Dietsch

turn-of-the-century house, you nigh! srill

find a roll of linoleum im the attic, a ware-
house, or a carpet store basement. Or =maybe
you'll be lucky enough to come across a roll inm

I F YOU'RE LOOKING for authentie flsaring for a

an antique stere. (I wasl} Perhaps you already
have an interesting linoleum pattern in Eluc:,
or just discovered it under moré recent flooring.

WHETHER your linoleum is newly Installed, or
old and in need of sprucing up, den't despair.
This article will help you strip and clean lino-
leun, repair it or patch it, install it, and
maintain it.

ALL PROCEDURES outlined in this article will
work on both canvas- and asphalt-backed linoleum.
Beware that all selvents suggested have a poten-
tial to damage linoleum. When applying any
solvent be sure to do so selectively--you want
to disselve dire and finish buildup, not the
linoleum itself. Always follow these three
rules: (1) Do a test patch in the least con-
spicuous corner of the fleor. (Z) Don't allow
any solvent (even water) to remain on lineleum
for an extended period of time. (3) Work on
small areas at a time, rinsing and hand-drying
RS you go.

Repairing Linoleum

DHESIVES, OLD WAX, warnish, shellac, and

other substances which ob-

scure the surface must be
removed before repairs can be
made to the linoleum. Water-
soluble adhesives will seften
when wet, and can then be
gently scraped up frem the
linoleum surface. Again, keep
water from standing teo leng
on the linoleum, because the
canvas backing will retain
water, causing the linoleum
fibers and the backing to
decay. Thiz iz especially
true if the resilient surface
has been worn or abraded, and
the jute fibers are exposed.

IF YOU FIND WATER won"t remove the adhesive,

try a stronger solveat. Be careful: While oxi-
dized and compressed oils in the body of plain
linoleun are somewhat more stable than printed
patterns, both can be damaged by strong alkaline
solvents. Automotive asphalt removers will dis-
solve asphaltic adhesives, and commercial paint
strippers will soften vinyl adhesives. Also,
dry ice can be used te remove foreign lumps.
Wearing thick gloves, place large blocks of

dry ice on the fleoor. After only a few minutes
the adhesive, tar, or chewing gus will break

off with a 1little pressure from a thin scraper.

(STORE DRY ICE in a non-metal container, such
Ts 3 Ear?hnurd box, and be sure to ventilate
T well.

WAX I5 BEST REMOVED by a commercisl wax strip-
per. The stripper you use must not contain
ammonia, which is highly destructive to the
linoleun surface. "Hew Beginnings,” manufac-
tured by the Armstrong Co. and recommended by
thea for stripping wax off linoleum floors, is
available st most floor covering stores. If
you have a printed patterm, a coat of warnish
or shellac was probably applied to seal and
preserve it. [As we discussed last month,
printed patterns were a surface treatment; the
pattern tended to wear off under steady traffic,
unlike inlaid linoleum.) Shellac can be dis-
solved with denatured alcohol. Some varnishes
can be removed with turpentine;
other varniszhes will only come
off with commercial paint re-
movers. After stripping, the
surface is ready to repaired.

Damaged Areas

LEAR SHELLAC and varnish

are ideal subitances feor

repairing a toern linoleus
floor. Ceat the ripped edge
with either one and squeeze
them together. If no material
has been lost, the jeint should
be nearly invisible.
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IF A LARGE AREA of the floor has
been gouged, chipped, worn through,
or ntﬁeruiar damaged, the reste-
ration process is more compli-
cated. Matching a patterned piece
requires censiderable skill.

Alse linseed ail continues o
exidize over time, cousing the
linoleus to become brittle as

it ages; thus, prying up an old
picce of flooring can be tricky.
If more original materisl is
available from matching linoleun
in a hall or closet, a patch can
be made. The damaged area should
be cut to a regular sheape, traced,
and the shape cut carefully from
the extra material. If extra
linoleum fleoring is not avail-
able, a patching compound can

be used.
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leum patch might be teo create

a Filler from the uriiinil ingredients-=-cork
flour and linseed oil. re-polynerized lin-
seed oil (similar to the oxidized substance},
or linseed oil plug japan dryer or cobalt, can
be purchased in an art supply stere. However,
puugered cork isn't easy te ebtain. And pul-
vertainf a scrap of old linoleum requires in-
dustrial grinding tools--certainly not a job
for a Culsinart! This home-brew has another
drawhack: It would not have the durabilicy
of the eriginal, which was subjected to heat
and pressure in its original manufacture.

YI]'L'III FIRST IMFULSE for a lino-

A MORE SENSIBLE PATCH can beé obtained by mixing
sawdust with shellac or varnish to a dense con-
slstency. Pigments can be added te this mix-
ture to fimulate the coler of plain linoleun.
This substance is troweled inte the damaged
areas and anded smoeth when dry. The surface
can then be painted with oils or scrylics to
match the adjacent pattern. Two commercially
available products might be used in o similar
manner. Artist's polymer gesso--m thick blemd
of paint and plaster--or vinyl spackling co=-
pound are both slightly resilient and can be
sanded. They will provide & durable smoath-

textured base which can be painted over.

Mever o complaing about lnsteum that's laid like thi

Inslalling Linoleum

ATURALLY, you won't want to put linoleum

over a fime hardwood fleor. Im many turn-of

the-century heouses, though, lineleum or car-
peting was meant to be laid directly over a
subfloor er an inexpensive wond floor. Let's
assume you're going te imstall some "new" ling-
leun you've found. Extra care must be taken
when installing old lincleum due to its ten-
dency to grow brittle with age. Before unrell-
ing it, make sure sure it i3 at roomn temper-
ature or warmer to avoid cracking the surface.

LINOLEUM AND WOOD expand snd contract at dif-
ferent rates with changes in teaperzture and
humsidity, Therefore, linoleur should not be
pasted directly to a wood floor. Turn-of-the-
century handbooks recommend llrlnf linoleun in
place for two weeks prior to tacking it down.
This allaws it to stretch, preventing any ten-
dency to buckle or crack. The following pro-
cedure, adapted from a 1920s handbook, offers
4 superior method of laying lincleua.

AFTER A WOOD FLOOR hes been carefully leveled
and the cracks filled, it should be sanded and
cleaned. Strips of unsaturated deadening felt
are then cut to fit the flesor. A thorough
coating of paste or winyl fleoring adhesive is
gpplied to the £loor with & paste spreader. As
rapidly as the floor iz pasted, the felt strips
are fitted into position--butted
crosswise to the fleorbeards. A
heavy iron roller s then used to
climinate air pockets and aid ad-
hesion. The linoleum shauld then
be fitted to the floor, leaving
g 1/2-inch expansion gap between
the linoleum and the wall. (The
Eap will be hidden by the base-
card.] MNext, am arca (on the
felt) 4 to & imches
wide around the base-
board and on each
side of the linoleum
seam should be marked
using chalk. This
area should be left
unpasted; paste is
then spread on the
rest af the felt in
the same manner that
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it was applied to the wood floor. The lincleum
strips are then fitted into place, each strip
overlapping the preceding one by 1/2 to 3/4
inch. Patterns for figured lineleum should

be matched end the edges butted. After being
relled to ensure adhesion between the felt and
the linoleum, the nverlap:ing edges of the
linoleum are cut away with a sharp knife.

These unpasted edges are lifted up, sealed

with a waterpreoof cement, and rolled flat.

by wax,
may be your best bet.
suggest that exterlor clear wood finis
UL

IF YOuU HAVE PRINTED linoleum, you may want to
ive it a clear, non-yellowing protective coat-
ng instead of linseed oil.

is renewable but brittle.

Shellac, followed
041 varnishes
Seme product experts

5__

a3 "Clear Wood Finish" (CWF) by Sherwin-
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Williams--can be used on linoleum without the
disadvantages of linseed oil.
recomnends polyurethane varnishes because they

But N0 DNE

may not not bond te the linoleum,
they yellow, and they are unstrippable.

N

fec

Maintenance

O ALL ¥OU heve to do is maintain
your revived linoleuwm floor. Sur-
face dirt en linoleusm can be af-

tively cleaned with vacuum or mop.

It should be washed using lukewarm
water and a mild detergent, such as
Ivory Snow, followed by a barely-
damp moﬁpin with clean water. The
floor should be cleansd im small
areas and dried thoroughly. Scrub-
bing it with harsh scaps, ammonia,
or alkaline cleaning agents such as
sodium bicarbonate ?sn a) or sodium

Bar

ate [(borax), should be avoided be-

cause these products oxidize the odl

im

terfiorate.

the linoleum, causing it to de-
Waxing and polishing a

linoleun f£loor will not only give it
4 longer 1ife, but will reduce the
amount of daily cleaning necessary

to

A non-skid
follow the
applying it to the linoleum.

of

maintain its gleossy appearance.
aste wax is recommended;
abel directlions when

A word
caution--the wax should be applied

sparingly in a thin and even Coating.

Cleaning Linoleam

HCE YOU HAYE REPAIRED your old linmoleum, the
Armztrong Fesearch Department suggests the
fn]..l.qrring maethod of restoring and reviving
aur "historic" fleoring. (Many of the follow-
5 procedures can be used on "new" linoleum
gny dull, dingy linoleum you alr::ﬁ{ have
in place.) After all surface coatings haw
besn removed EFrom the Iinoleum, coat a rag wl:h
boiled linseed oil, and npply it lightly to the
floer. If the linseed oil is warmed :Iifhtlr
it will penstrate better and take less time to
dry. The linseesd oil will be sticky for quite
a few hours while it dries, so the area will
heve to remain free of traffic during that time.

Excoss wax will collect dirt and
darken the coloer of linoleum.

DON'T THROW IT AWAY

Although no one wauld have belbeved it fon years ago, B
Ty Phosend will 5ot b @ mabect for study by dec-
erative-aits historiam, In expectation of this, we (ostacied
Armatrong Compary™s Fesearch Department, a8 well as
several maneunma, Bul it seema no oificial wrohive b ready oo
commit igull go linoloum sequisition and Aerage,

Irs the evseantiesss, the suthor of thisand ket month's aribdes
iegpaeided mamples of linaleins be e 0o
i, Mr. Bisckman b probably more knowledpeable and
enthaniastic about linoleum than any other expert, pa we
agread, Resderi wibe do dedide 13 remove limslsum are
asked b0 send 3 onefood square section, and infermation
about o age, e1e, 1 Lew Bisckman, cfo The OidHouse
|ournal, §9A Sevmith Avenue, Brosklyn, NY TIZIT. He
will docwment and sore B growlng collecthom wntll 2
LU b heady 0O SCquire jL.
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