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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE 
AUTOMATIC OUTLET BOX MAKING 

MACHINE 

Ralph M. Walker, deceased, late of Atlanta, Ga., 
by Mabel B. Walker and Trust Company of 
Georgia, executors, Atlanta, Ga., and George P. 
Alexander, Miami, Fla., assignors to Walker 
Electrical Company, Atlanta, Ga.; a corpora 
tion of Georgia, 

Application November 6, 1941, Serial No. 418,026 
(CI, 29-33) 9 Caims. 

This in Vention relates to improvements in 
automatic machines for Successively performing 
Operations upon pieces of Work, and more spe 
cifically the invention relates to an automatic 
machine for making outlet, junction, and other 
metal electrical boxes of the type having knock 
out openings therein and which are used in elec 
trical installationS. 
The primary object of this invention resides 

in an automatic machine for the making of out 
let boxes which will reduce the cost of labor and 
expedite the manufacture of outlet boxes in com 
parison with the conventional methods and ap 
paratus heretofore employed for such purpose. 
Another feature of the invention is to pro 

vide an automatic combined machine for, first; 
trimming the edges of a drawn metal outlet box 
and simultaneously forming the cover attaching 
ears; Second, punching the knockouts in the sev 
eral side Walls thereof, which knockouts are 
pushed beyond the plane of the side walls; third, 
replacing the punched knockouts in the several 
Side walls; fourth, bending the opposed cover at 
taching ears at right angle to the side walls; 
fifth, tapping the attaching ears; and, sixth, 
grinding the burrs off the free edges of the side 
walls and thereby completing the outlet box. 
A further feature of the invention is the pro 

vision of an automatic machine in which the 
above mentioned operations are simultaneously 
performed on a plurality of outlet boxes as they 
Successively pass from one operating work sta 
tion to another, thus eliminating the individual 
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manual Operations and machinery now employed 
in the manufacture of outlet boxes. 
With these and other objects in view, the in 

vention resides in the novel combination and ar 
rangenhent of mechanisms hereinafter fully de 
scribed and illustrated in detail in the accom 
panying drawings, in Which, 

Figure 1 is a plan view of the metal blank disk 
from which an outlet box is formed. 

Figure 2 is an edge elevation thereof. 
Figure 3 is a top plan view of a square shape, 

type outlet bOX after being drawn from the blank. 
Figure 4 is a vertical Sectional view on the line 

Ai-li of Figure 3. 
Figure 5 is a top plan view of the box after re 

ceiving the bottom knockout and nail holes. 
Figure 6 is a Vertical Sectional view on the line 

6-6 of Figure 5. 
Figure 7 is a top plan view of the box with the 

edges trimmed to form the cover attaching ears, 
and openingSpunched therein. 
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and illustrating the position of the same when 

Figure 8 is a vertical sectional view on the line 
8-8 of Figure 7. 

Figure 9. is a plan View of the box illustrating 
the four side wall knockouts punched therein and 
disposed on a plane inwardly of the side walls. 
Figure 10 is a vertical sectional view on the 

lie 0- of Figure 9. 
Figure 11 is a top plan view illustrating the side 

Wall knockoutS. replaced. 
Figure 12 is a vertical sectional view on the 

line 2-2 of Figure 11. 
Figure 13 is a plan view of the box with the 

attaching ears bent inwardly at right angle to 
the side walls. 

Figure 14 is a vertical sectional view on the 
line i-4 of Figure 13. 

Figure 15 is an enlarged vertical fragmentary 
sectional view illustrating the openings in the 
attaching ears as having been thread tapped. 

Figure 16 is a perspective view of the outlet 
box with the burred edges ground off and in fin 
ished condition for use. . 

Figure 17 is a front elevational view of the 
outlet boxmaking machine With the ram in raised 
position. 

Figure 18 is a top plan view of the machine. 
Figure 19 is a right end elevational view of the 

machine. 
Figure 20 is a vertical transverse sectional view 

on the line 20-28 of Figure 17. 
Figure 21 is an enlarged vertical transverse sec 

tional view on the line 2 -2 of Figure 17 illus 
trating the position of the parts when the ram is 
in lowered position in full lines, the ram being 
Shown in raised position in dotted lines. 

Figure 22 is an enlarged fragmentary front 
elevational View. 

Figure 23 is a fragmentary horizontal sectional 
view on the line 23-23 of Figure 22. 

Figure 24 is an enlarged fragmentary top plan 
View of the machine. 

Figure 25 is a fragmentary vertical longitudinal 
Sectional view on the line 25-25 of Figure24. 
Figure 26 is an end elevational view of the 

box carrier mechanism looking at the left end 

picking up a box at the feed chute, certain parts 
being shown-in section. . . . . 

Figure 27 is a view similar to Figure 26, but 
Showing the box carrier mechanism in position 
to present the boxes carried thereby to the re 
Spective Work stations. ..., 

Figure 28 is a right end elevational view of the 
box carrier mechanism, the parts being shown 
in box pick up and box stripping position, 



2 
Figure 29 is an enlarged fragmentary vertical 

Sectional view on the line 29-29 of Figure 24. 
Figure 30 is an enlarged vertical transverse 

Sectional view on the line 30-30 of Figure 24. 
Figure 31 is a fragmentary vertical Sectional 

view on the line 3-3 of Figure 30. 
Figure 32 is a detail vertical sectional view on 

the line 32-32 of Figure 31. 
Figure 33 is a detail top plan view with parts 

broken away of two adjacent trimming dies of a 
knockout punch. 

Figure 34 is an enlarged detail vertical sec 
tional view through one of the knockout dies. 

Figure 35 is an enlarged detail vertical sec 
tional view through one of the return knockout 
dies. 

Figure 33 is an enlarged detail vertical sec 
tional view through one of the ear bending dies. 

Figure 37 is an enlarged detail vertical trans 
Verse Sectional view taken substantially on the 
line 3-37 of Figure 17, the box carrier being 
shown in a position presenting a box to the tap 
mechanism. - - 

Figure 38 is a diagrammatic wiring diagram of 
the electrical control for actuation of the thread 
tapping device. 

Figure 39 is a diagrammatic wiring diagram of 
the clutch control means. 

In Figures 1 and 2 of the drawings, there is 
illustrated a round thin blank of metal. A which 
is placed in a drawing machine and drawn into 
the shape shown in Figures 3 and 4 to provide a 
box structure B consisting of a rectangular bot 
tOn Wall C, four side Walls D having irregular 
Shaped edges E from portions of which the cover 
attaching ears are formed by cutting and bend 
ing operations performed by the automatic ma 
chine 0 to be hereinafter fully described. After 
the blank A has been drawn to the shape shown 
in Figs. 3 and 4, the metal box structure is placed 
into a punching machine to punch one or more 
knockouts F in the bottom wall C, and spaced 
opposed nail openings G, four of which are shown 
as being equidistantly spaced from the center of 
the bottom wall, although additional nail open 
ings G may be provided. The operations so far 
described are performed by mieans other than 
by the automatic machine 0 and the box B is 
inserted into the machine 0 to perform the re 
maining operations necessary to complete the 
outlet box to finished form shown in Figure 16. 
The metal box B is inserted into the automatic 

machine C in the form shown in Figures 5 and 
6, use being made of a pair of opposed nail open 
ings G to support the box in its travel through 
the machine. The first operation of the machine 
upon the metal box is to cut away the irregular 
edges E and to form upstanding ears H-H re 
Spectively on opposed side walls of the box and to 
punch holes J therein as illustrated in Figures 7 
and 8. The next operation is to successively 
punch a knockout K in each of the four side 
walls of the box as shown in Figures 9 and 10, 
which operation disposes the knockouts K in 
ward of the plane of the respective side walls. 
The machine successively replaces the knockouts 
K to the position shown in Figures 11 and 12, 
immediately after the knockout punching opera 
tions. The next operation is to bend the ears 
H-Hinwardly as shown in Figures 13 and 14, 
followed by a screw thread tapping operation to 
thread the holes. J (figure 15). The next and 
final Work operation of the machine is to subject 
the free edges of the box to a grinding operation : 

0. 

15 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

85 

70 

2,831,525 
to remove theirefrom any burrs which might be 
present due to the previous trim cutting opera 
tions, Whereupon the outlet box B assumes the 
finished appearance as illustrated in Figure 16. 
The automatic box making machine 0 includes 

a U-shaped frame f of sturdy construction hav 
ing a horizontal base 2, right and left upstanding 
end pedestals 3 and 4 respectively which have 
set back portions to provide opposed horizontal 
seats 5-15 which support the ends of a hori 
Zontal bed-plate 6, and which bed-plate is 
fixedy. Secured to the Seats in any conventional 
nanner. The tops of the pedestals 3 and f4 
are provided With alined bearings 1-7 in which 
the ends of a camshaft 8 are journaled. Fixed 
to the shaft 8 at suitably spaced intervals there 
along are double cam members 9, three of which 
have been shown in Figure 17. Each can mem 
ber 9 comprises a ram lowering Cam 20 and a 
ram lifting cam 21, the said cams 20 and 2 being 
connected by a hub. 22. The cams 23 constantly 
engage rollierS 23 rotatably mounted in bearings 
24 extendilag upwardly from a ram 25, the ends 
-of the ram being slidably mounted for vertical 
movement in gibS 26 provided on the inner sides 
of the pedestals 3 and 4. Pairs of transversely 
alined connecting rods 27 rise upwardly from 
the ram 25 and have their upper ends connected 
to a head plate 28. The pairs of connecting rods 
27 aire suitably spaced in a lengthwise direction 
and slide through a horizontal guide plate 28 
which is supported at its ends upon the pedestals 
i3 and 4. The plate 28 is slotted as at 29 ad 
jacent the can members 9 to accommodate the 
same and tine rollers 23. Rollers 2f" are mounted 
in bearings 24' depending from the head plate 
28 and respectively engage the cams 2i. From 
the description thus far it will be understood 
that the ram 25 is in reality supported by the 
Cam members' 19, therefore any rotation imparted 
to the cam shaft f8 will impart a smooth uniform 
vertical reciprocating movement to the ram 25. 
The means for imparting reciprocating move 
ment to the ran 25 will now be described al 
though time intervals between each complete 
cycle of reciprocation occurs for reasons to be 
hereinafter appreciated and suitable control 
means for that purpose is provided. 
The right end of the cam shaft 8 extends 

beyond the pedestal f4 and has a fly-wheel gear 
3 freely rotatable thereon, the same having an 
inWardly extending recessed hub 3i. The side 
wall of the recess of the hub 3 is provided with 
a bevel friction clutch surface 32 which con 
stitutes a female clutch element which is engage 
able with a male beveled friction clutch 'ciement 
33 slidably Splined upon the shaft f8 as at 3:. 
All expansion Spring 35 is interposed between 
the male clutch element 33- and a collar 36 fixed 
to the shaft 1 and enclosed in the recessed hub. 
The Spring 35 tends to normally slide the male 
clutch element away from the beveled surface 
32 of the female clutch element, however, suit 
able electrically controlled means is provided to 
cause the male clutch element to drivingly en 
gage the female clutch element in timed relation 
to the Working parts of the machine. Such con 
ti'Ol means includes a flanged collar 37 fixed to 
the male clutch element 33 with whic: the yoke 
portion of a vertically disposed lever 33 is opera 
tively connected, the yoke portion of the lever 
having bearing rollers 39 which engage the 
fianges of the flanged collar to prevent binding 
between the lever and the collar during relative 
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movement therebetween. The upper end of the 
lever 38 is pivoted as at 40 to the platform 
mounted on the top of the adjacent bearing , 
While the lower end of the lever is connected by 
a pin and slot connection 42 to the outer end 
of the sliding armature 43 of an electric Solenoid 
44, the latter being fixedly mounted on the 
pedestal 4. An electric motor 45 is mounted 
on the platform 4 and its armature shaft 45 
has a pinion 4' which constantly meshes with 
the fly-wheel gear 30. Thus, by intermittently 
energizing the solenoid 44, the lever 38 is actu 
ated to effect engagement and permit the dis 
engagement of the clutch elements 33 and 32 to 
control intermittent rotation to the camshaft 8 
When the motor. 45 is turned on to cause pinion 
47 to continuously rotate the fly wheel gear 38. 

Disposed beneath the ram 25 is a Vertical 
horn-die carrier plate 48 which extends from the 
right end of the machine to a point short of the 
left end thereof and which has its ends slidably 
mounted in guide gibs 49 to facilitate up and 
down sliding movement in timed relation with 
the downward and upward movements respec 
tively of the ram 25. When the plate A6 is at 
the limit of its downward movement its botton 
side rests, upon the front bevel face 53 of a slid 
ing Wedge plate 5 which is slidably Supported 
by the top face of the bed plate 3. The sliding 
Wedge plate 5 extends substantially the length 
of the carrier plate 48 and is guided during its 
siding movement by a guide plate 62. By in 
parting a reciprocating sliding movement to the 
wedge plate 5 the same will alternately raise 
the carrier plate 48 and also permit the same to 
gradually drop by gravity to lowered position. 
The means for imparting reciprocating move 
ment to the Wedge plate 5 in suitably timed 
relation to the reciprocation of the rain 25 Will 
now be explained. 
Mounted rearward of the wedge plate 5 and 

extending lengthwise of the machine is a can 
shaft 53 mounted in bearingS 54. The right end 
of the shaft 53 extends beyond the light end 
pedestal 4 and has a Geneva, wheel 55 fixed 
thereto, while the left end of said shaft termi 
nates beyond the left end of the Wedge plate 3f. 
Two actuating egg shaped cams 56 are fixed to 
the shaft 53 and are respectively disposed be 
yond the ends of the wedge plate. Each cam 56 
has a can groove 57 in the inner face thereof 
which follows the peripheral contour thereof and 
into which a roller 58 rotatably mounted at the 
adjacent end of the wedge plate extends. There 
is a dwell spot in each cam. 56 which permits 
the wedge plate 5 to remain stationary when 
the ram 25 is in down position and the horn 
carrier plate 63 is in a raised position as illus 
trated in Figure 21 for reasons to be hereinafter 
appreciated. 
The camshaft 53 is rotated by an intermittent 

drive consisting of the Geneva wheel 55 which 
is engaged by a Geneva pinion 59 which is fixed 
to a stub shaft 63 journaled in the pedestal 6 
as best illustrated in Figs. 17 and 19. Fixed to 
the Geneva pinion is a pulley 6 about which a 
driving pulley belt 62 passes. The belt 62 also 
passes over a pulley 63 fixed to the power take 
off shaft of a speed reducer 64 which is driven by 
an electric motor 65. The speed reducer and no 
tor are supported by a bracket 66 attached to and 
extending outwardly from the right end of the 
U-shaped frame structure ii. By means of the 
Geneva movement, the continuous driving rota 

tion of the speed reducer 64 is converted into an 
intermittent rotation for imparting a corre 
sponding rotation to the cam shaft 53 to effect 
a step by step forward and backward movement 

5 to the wedge plate 5 through the medium of the 
cams 56 and rollers 58. . . . . 
In view of the fact that to perform all of the 

trimming of the four side edges E of the box, to 
apply, the knockouts K in the four side walls 

l0 thereof, to replace the knockouts, K, and to bend 
the two earSH, the ran 25 and horn carrier plate 
48 must be provided With fourteen sets of con 
plementary die elements, each set of die ele 
ments constituting a work stations to which the 

15 outlet box B is presented during its travel from 
the right loading end of the machine to the left 
box discharge end thereof. In addition to the 
trimming, punching and bending dies for per 
forming the above mentioned respective opera 

20 tions, there are two additional stations at the 
left end of the machine, namely, a tapping sta 
tion Y for threading the holes J in the ears H, 
and a grinding station Z for removing burrs 
from the edges of the side walls of the box, thus 

25 making sixteen work stations in all, extending 
along the length of the machine, the first four 
teen of which rely upon the timed vertical recipro 
cation cf the ram 25 and horn carrier plate 8 
for their respective operations. To simplify the 

30 description at this point, and by referring to 
Figure 17 of the drawings, we have designated 
the four trimming die stations T1, T2, T, and 
T. reading from left to right. Next to trimming 
station T4 there follows four equidistantly spaced 

35 knockout stations O, O, O, and O?. Following 
the series of successive knockout stations, are four 
successive return knockout stations R, R2, R3, and 
R. To the left of return knockout station R4 
are two Successive ear bending stations S1 and 

40 S. The specific complementary die elements 
performing the work attributed thereto will be 
Set forth hereinafter, as will the tapping device 
located at the tapping station Y and the grinder 
located at the grinding station. Z. All of the 

45 stations are equidistantly spaced from the right, 
end trimming station T to the ear bending sta 
tion SP, for the reason that the box carrier 
mechanism is intermittently operated and moves 
a box the same distance on each actuation there 

50 of, which distance is equal to that between the 
stations Til to SP. 
Whereas the specific construction of the trim 

ming, punching, and bending dies at the various 
Work Stations may be of various specific construc 

55 tions, the lower die element carried by the carrier 
plate 48 of each die must be in the shape of a 
horn so as to enter the box when it is presented 
to the die station. Such shape of horn die element, 
is illustrated in Figure 21 and constitutes the 

60 female horn die element 6 of one of the trimming 
dies located at trimming stations T1, T2, T3, and 
T. The horn die element 57 is substantially in 
Verted El shape in Cross section, as are the lower 
die elements at the knock-out stations, return 

65 knockout stations, and ear bending stations. The 
horizontal portion of the die element 67 rests upon 
the top of the carrier plate 68 and extends be 
yond the plane of the front thereof, while the 
Wertical portion fits against the rear face of said 

70 plate, there being fastening screws 68 for re 
movably securing the die element 67 to the carrier 
plate. The underside of the ram 25 is provided 
with a longitudinally extending die attaching 
flange 69 to Which all of the upper die elements 

75 at the various Work stations are removably ser 
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cured in vertical operative alinement with their 
Complementary lower horn dies mounted along 
the length of the horn die carrier plate 48. The 
male complementary trimming die for the female 
or lower die 6 is designated. 79, , and like the 
Other upper die elements, the same is secured to 
the flange. 69 by screws li. Each trimining die 
consisting of the complementary die elements 6 
and 70 cuts the excess material from the irregu 
lar edge E from One side wall of the box.E, thus 
as the four side walls of the box are successively 
presented to the trimming die stations T1, T2, T3 
and T. during each one-quarter revolution of the 
box, the edges of the box. are trimmed to provide 
straight edges therearound. However, the trim 
ning dies at trimming stations T and T are so 
shaped as to cut the ears, H-H from opposite 
walls of the box. and such a die is illustrated at 
station Tin Figure 33. 

Each knockout die located at the successive 
knockout stations. O, O2, O3, and O4 is of a like 
construction and a detail of one of such knock 
out dies 2 is illustrated fragmentarily in Figure 
34. The lower horn female die element 3 is pro 
vided with a round, cavity. 74 in its top face to 
receive the knockout K as the upper or maie die 
element 5 carried by the ran 25 is brought 
down into punching relation there with. The 
complementary knockout die elements 3 and 5 
are formed to cut through the wall of the box : 
but to leave a narrow connecting web L between 
the knockout and the wall frora which it is 
punched to facilitate the breaking away of the 
knockout when the outlet box is in use. The 
punching of a knockolt in the box causes the 
Same to assume a position in Wardly of the plane 
of the wall from which it is punched, thus after 
the knockouts have been successively punched 
in the four side walls, the box must be presented 
to the successive return knockout dies 6, at the 
return knockout work stations R1, R2, R3, and Ri. 
A detail View of Qne. Of the return knockout 

dies 76 is illustrated in Figure 35 wherein the 
lower female horn die element is provided with 
a shallow recess 18 to receive the inner face of 
the knockout and cooperate with the upper male 
die element 9 to Substantially return the 
punched knockout K to a plane within the side 
wall from which it is, punched. The die ele 
ments 77 and 9 are respectively carried by the 
horn carrier plate 48 and flange 69 of the ran 25. 
There are two ear bending dies respectively 

located at the ear bending stations S1 and S9, 
One CfSuch ear bending dies being illustrated in 
detail in Figure 36 and designated 80 in its en 
tirety. The lower horn female die element 8. 
is fixed to the horn carrier plate 48 and has a 
recess 82 in the top face thereof to receive the 
ear H. When bent at right angle to the Wall D 
with which it is integral by reason of the upper 
male bending die element 83. The die element 
83 includes a depending finger 84 which coacts 
with the vertical wall 85’ of the recess 82 to 
effect the necessary bending when the two bend 
ing die elements are brought together. 
A thread tapping device 84 is provided at the 

ear tapping station Y for simultaneously thread 
ing the holes J in the ears H as the box is pre 
sented at the station Y. The tapping device 84 
Inay be any conventional form of tapping ma 
chine that moves toward and away from the 
work, and in which the tap spindles of the ma 
chine may be alternately rotated in opposite di 
rections. The tapping device 84, illustrated in 
"Figure 37 includes...a housing 85 which slidably 
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96. 

supports a chuck block 86 which is movable 
toward and away from the box to be tapped, by 
a rock lever 3 having one end operatively con 
nected to the block 85 and the other end con 
nected by a pin and slot connection 88 to the slid 
ing armature of a Solenoid 89 attached to the 
platform 90 on which the tapping device 84 is 
Supported. Two rotatable chucks 9-9 are 
nounted in the chuck block 86 and are driven 
by shafts 92, each of which shafts is constructed 
of telescopic sections to facilitate the back and 
forth sliding movement of the chuck block. The 
rear ends of the shafts 92 have pulleys 93 fixed 
thereto over which a beit 94 passes. The belt 
9 also passes over a drive pulley 95 carried by 
the armature shaft of a reversible electric motor 

The chucks 9 ? support thread taps 97 of a 
size to tap threads into the holes J of the ears 
H of the box during the forward movement of 
the chuck block 86. The operation of the motor 
96 and solenoid 89 are controlled by a double 
acting electric switch 98 fixed to the rear of the 
horn carrier plate 48 as illustrated diagranumati 
cally in Figure 38. The Switch 98 includes a 
flexible spring switch contact. 99 normally engag 
ing a shorter motor reversing contact f69, the 
contacts. 99 and 80 being arranged in the re 
verse driving circuit Gf with a source of electric 
energy. A second contact 02 is disposed in 
Wardly of the contact 99 and normally spaced 
therefrom but engageable upon forward actua 
tion of the SWitch contact element 93 to break the 
reversing circuit 0. The contacts 99 and 02 
are arranged in a forward motor driving circuit 
É)3 with the motor 96, solenoid 89, and with a 
Source of electric energy. Thus the motor 96 
is normally driven in a reverse direction to im 
part an unscrewing action to the threading taps 
9, but as the Wedge plate 5 nears its limit of 
forward sliding movement, a block of di-electric 
material 04 carried by the wedge plate pushes 
the contact switch element 99 out of engage 
Inert with the contact. 0, and into engagement 
with the contact 02, thus breaking the reversing 
circuit ?et and closing the forward motor driv 
ing circuit i)3. When the circuit C3 is closed, 
the Solenoid 89 becomes energized and actuates 
the rock lever 89 to slide the chuck block for 
wardly and cause the taps 97 to thread the re 
spective a lined holes J of the ears H of the box. 
It is essential that the operation of the control 
of the motor 96 be suitably timed with respect 
to the lifting movement of the horn carrier plate 
8 as will be appreciated hereinafter. When the 
Wedge plate 5 moves rearwardly, the contact 99 
moves away from the contact 02 under its own 
Spring action and engages the contact f OO, thus 
Opening the circuit 63 and closing the reverse 
driving circuit O. When the circuit, O2 is 
broken, the Solenoid 89 is de-energized where 
upon a contractile spring G5 pulls the rock lever 
to a position to slide the chuck block 86 to re 
tracted position as iiiustrated in Figure 37. 
Whereas we have illustrated a tapping device op 
erated by a reversible motor, it Will be under 
stood that any conventional reversing chuck of 
Standard make may be substituted, which type 
of chlick does not require the use of a reversing 
motor. 
The final station along the length of the ma 

chine is the grinding station Z adjacent the 
left end thereof and at which a motor driven 
grinder 06 is arranged. The grinder f06 in 
cludes a grinding wheel - 07 mounted on a hori 
Zontal axle 08 to which a gear. 99 is fixed. The 
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gear 9 has constant mesh with a pinion gear 

0 mounted on the armature shaft of an elec 
tric motor supported upon a platform 2 
extending from a fixed upstanding Wall 3. 

Having described the various Work stations ex 
tending along the length of the machine and 
their respective functions, we shall now describe 
the novel box carrier mechanism designated in 
its entirety by the numeral 4, which succes 
Sively presents a box B to the work stations T1 
to Z, however, after sixteen boxes or more have 
been fed to the box carrier mechanism, there 
Will be boxes simultaneously presented to all 
Sixteen Work Stations, the boxes being moved 
along one station at a time whereby a steady 
feed of boxes to the box carrier mechanism. Will 
result in a continuous flow of boxes through the 
machine fron the loading end to the discharge 
eiid thereof. The box carrier mechanism 4 is 
disposed for Ward of the work stations and ex 
tends beyond the ends of the row of work sta 
tions. The carrier mechanism has an approxi 
mate thirty degree movement from a forwardly 
inclined box loading position as shown in 
Figure 26 to a vertical position (Figure 27), to 
present the boxes to the respective Work stations 
relative to the horns of the trimming dies, knock 
Oilt dies, return knockout dies, and ear bending 
diles. During approximately tine first twenty 
degree movement of the carrier mechanism to 
upright position, the same moves the boxes the 
distance between adjacent stations, thus the 
travel of the box carriers is intermittent and 
in timed relation to the actuation of the ran 25 
aidhorn carrier plate 48. 
The box carrier mechanism 4 includes a base 

plate 5 extending substantially the length of 
the machine and which has its rear portion 
pivoted at 6 to an upstanding bearing wall 7 
which rises from the bed plate 6. Extending 
from the top face of the base plate 5 and along 
the length thereof at approximately sixty de 
gree angle relative thereto is a box guide plate 

8. Depending from the base plate 5 ad 
jacent the ends thereof are pairs of spaced allined 
ears 9 to which the upper ends of actuating 
rods 2 are connected by pin and slot connec 
tions f2. The rods 20 freely slide in bearings 
22 provided in the bed plate S and their lower 
ends are provided with forks 23 which carry 
rolle's 26 on their inner sides, which extend 
into the cam grooves 25 provided in opposite 
Sides of the heart shaped cams 26 fixed to a 
Cam shaft 2 journaled in bearings 28 depend 
ing froIn the bed-plate. 6. The right end of 
the shaft, 2 extends through and beyond the 
right side of the U-shaped frame and has a 
Geneva, wheel 29 fixed thereto which is inter 
mittently rotated by a Geneva, pinion 30 fixed 
to a stub shaft if journaled in the right end 
of the frame t . Also fixed to the stub shaft 3 
is a pulley 32 over which a belt 33 passes, 
the said belt also passing over the double groove 
pulley 63 driven by the notor 65 through the 
speed reducer 64. Power from the motor 65 is 
utilized for imparting intermittent actuation to 
the horn die carrier 58 and to the work carrier 
mechanism 4 in propertimed relation. With re 
Spect to the various other mechanisms herein 
before and about to be described. 
Supported by and secured to the upper side 

of the base plate 5 and extending the length 
thereof is a plate 34 having an upstanding bear 
ing 35 at the right end and a bearing 36 at 
the left end thereof. The axes of the bearings 
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35 and 36 are parallel to the guide wall 8 
So as to assume a Vertical position when the box 
Carrier mechanism is in the position for present 
ing the boxes to the respective Work Stations. A 
stuib shaft 3 is rigidly mounted in the bear 
ing 35 on which a Sprocket wheel 38 is rotatably 
mounted. A shaft S9 is journaled in the bear 
ing 35 as best seen in Figure 31 and extends 
doWn through bearing openings in the plates 
5 and 34, the lower extending end of said 

shaft carrying a bevel pinion gear $8. Also 
fixed to the shaft 39 on the same plane as the 
Sprocket. Wheel 38 is a companion Sprocket 
Wheel 4, and passing about the sprocket wheels 
A38 and 4 is an endless conveyor Sprocket 
chain A2. The Sprocket chain f2 is inter 
Irittently actuated by imparting a predetermined 
rotation to the shaft (39 through the bevel pinion 
gear 48 which has constant mesh with a larger 
beve gear 43 fixed to the right end of a stub 
shaft 34 journaled in a bearing 45 depending 
fi'On the base plate 5 adjacent the left end 
thereof. The left end of the stub shaft 44 has 
a cup member 35 fixed thereto and which 
forns the driven element of a ratchet coupling 
(47. Axially alined with the left end of the shaft 
A 4 is a short drive shaft 8 journaled in a bear 
ing 49 depending from the base plate S, the 
Outer left end of the shaft f8 having a gear 
5 fixed thereto. The inner right end of the 

Shaft 8 has a ratchet. Wheel 5 fixed thereto 
which extends into the cup member 48. The 
ratchet wheel 5 has ratchet recesses 52 in the 
periphery thereof which wedge rollers 53 into 
engagement With the inner peripheral Wall of 
the cup member upon driving movement of the 
gear in a clockwise direction of rotation to 
rotatably connect the shafts f48 and 44, while 
the shaft is is disconnected from shaft 48 
during counterclockwise rotation of the shaft 
it.8 So as to remain stationary. Clock Wise rota 
tion is imparted to the gear 5 by a segmental 
series of gear teeth f54 provided cn the curved 
edge 55 of a substantially D-shaped member 36 
which is fixedly mounted at the left end of the 
bed-plate 6 as best illustrated in Figure 28. 
When the box carrier mechanism 4 is in for 
wardly inclined position the gear 59 is in mesh 
With the teeth 54 and said gear is turied by 
the teeth as the box carrier mechanism. In OWes 
to its upstanding position but only for a period 
cf approximately the first twenty degrees of 
swinging movement thereof, during which time 
the gear 5 is turned to drive the Sprocket wheel 
did through shafts 38-44, ratchet coupling 
it, gears 3-6, and shaft 39, a distance Suf 
ficient to move the sprocket chain A2 an amount 
equal to the distance between adjacent Work 
stations Tl to S1 along the length of the ma 
chine, so that when the box carrier mechanism 
f is is in its up position and the Sprocket chain 
: A2 is stationary between its intermittent move 
ninents, outlet boxes carried by the carrier units 
On the rear lead of the sprocket chain Will pre 
sent boxes to the respective Work stations. Each 
box carrier unit 5 includes a stub Shaft 58 
having its inner end bolted or otherwise fixedly 
secured as at 59 to the connecting web f6) of 
One of the links of the chain 42 (Figure 30), 
and which web is set outwardly So as not to in 
terfere with the free passage of the links of the 
chain about the sprockets i? and 38. The 
axis of the stub shaft 58 is right angle to the 
axes of the sprocket shafts 39 and 37. Rotat 
ably mounted on each stub shaft 58 is a hub 
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6 f having a round bore for the hub and being 

provided with an exterior surface which is square 
in cross section as at 62. as best illustrated in 
Figure 25. Fixed to the illner end of the hub 
G. is a gear 63 while fixed to the outer end 

thereof is an enlarged chuck head 64. The 
outer side of the chuck head f64 is flat and ex 
tending outwardly therefrom are diametrically 
disposed box grippers 65 which are equidistantly 
spaced from the axis of the head a distance equal 
to the spacing, between a pair of diametrically 
opposed openings G-G in the bottom wall of 
an outlet box B. Each gripper 65, comprises a 
pair of confronting spring jaw members 66 hav 
ing their inner ends fixedly secured to the chuck 
head 64 and their outer extending ends provided 
with reversely arranged V-shaped heads G. 
which are normally Spaced apart With their free 
ends. So disposed as to enter the openings G. When 
a box is fed to a carrier by a feeding mechanism 
presently to be described, 
The flat... sides of the hubs. G of the box car'- 

rier units 57 ride upon an endless supporting 
rail. 68 which is fixedly mounted. On the base 
plate 5. The supporting rail 68 comprises a 
front rail section 69, curved end rail sections 
0-70, and a rear rail section 7 as shown 

in Figure 24 of the drawings, the latter con 
stituting the lower wall of an elongated guide 
slot. T’ provided lengthwise in the plate f 8. 
As the carrier units 57 ride along the rear rail 
section if they are simultaneously turned, one 
quarter revolution during their successive move 
ments from work stations. T1 to S1 to present 
the boxes to the four trimming, four knockouts, 
and four return knockout operations, While be 
tween ear bending stations. S and S it is neces 
sary to rotate the same one-half revolution, for 
the ears H-H are disposed on opposite side Walls 
of the box. To effect the one-quarter revolu 
tion of the box carrier units at the proper in 
terval, the gears f63 travel over spaced gear 
racks 72 provided on a mutilated rack bar 3 
fixedly secured to the front side of the upstand 
ing panel 8. (see Figure 25). 
between the rack f2 and gears 63 is such as to 
turn the carrier units one-quarter revolution 
during movement of the carrier units between 
stations T1 and Sl. A longer gear rack 4 is 
provided between the ear bending stations S. 
and S2 to impart a one-half rotation to the box 
carrier units as they pass from station S to 
station SP. 
The guide slot 7 is provided with spaced 

enlarged portions. T5 adjacent the gear rackS 5 
2 and T4 to permit the squared hubs S to 

clear the walls of the slot ' during their rotat 
ing movements, the restricted intervening por 
tions 15' between the walls of the slot Tl' act 
ing to guide the box carrier units and prevent 
accidental rotation thereof between Stations. 
A box loading mechanism f is provided at 

the front of the machine 0 adjacent the right 
end thereof and includes a stationary box maga 
zine chute 77 into which the outlet boxes in 
the condition shown in Figures 5 and, 6 are fed 
preparatory to their successive delivery to the 
box carrier units 57 by a box loaded member 
t8 located at the low discharge end of the 
chute. The box loaded member 78 comprises 
a body TS having an angular tail piece 80 which 
is pivoted to ears 8 rising upwardly from the 
bed plate 6. The body is provided With an Out 
let box receiving seat 82 at its top onto which 
outlet boxes from the chute 7 are individually 

The gear ratio 
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received. The tail piece 80 is provided with a 
forwardly extending lug 83 which engages an 
adjustable stop f 84 provided on the bed plate 6 
when the Cader member 8 is in box receiv 
ing position, as shown in Fig. 27, the forward 
overbalancing of the loader member tending to 
normally cause the same to assume a position 
With the seat 82 adjacent the discharge end of 
the chute. The upper end of the body 79 is 
provided with a forwardly extending closure 
element f85 which moves to a position across the 
discharge end of the chute when the loader 
member 78 is moved to loading position relative 
to a box carrier unit as illustrated in Figure 26 
to prevent the next box to be loaded from slid 
ing from the chute. The loader member 9 
is actuated to loading position as the base plate 

5 of the carrier mechanism f Swings down 
wardly by means of an adjustable, striker 86 
carried by the underside of the plate 5 forcibly 
striking a lip 8 extending rearwardly from the 
body 9. The intermittent actuation of the 
chain 42 successively presents the box carrier 
units 5 to the box loading mechanism 6, and 
as the box carrier mechanism is likewise inter 
rittently actuated to SWing down and Up, it 
actuates, the loader member 79 on its down 
incvenient to cause the loader menber to SWing 
toward the carrier mechanism and deliver a box 
to an empty box carrier unit 57, at which time 
the box grippers 65 enter a pair of diametrically 
opposed openings G in the botton wall of the 
box, after which the carrier mechanisin moves 
upwardly, the sprocket chain 42 is driven a 
predetermined distance to shift the loaded car 
rier units successively to the work stations, the 
lcalder member 3 Swings down under its own 
weight uncovering the discharge end of the chute 
ET, and permitting the lowermost box in the 
chute to slide onto the seat 82 for subsequent 
delivery to the next empty box carrier unit 57 
as it moves up to the loading mechanism 76. 
As the box carrier units 5 and boxes carried 

thereby move about the sprocket 38, they pass 
through an enlarged opening 88 in the plate 8 
disposed at the right end of the slot fif', afte: 
which the hubs f6 of the carriers enter so, T' 
and are successively moved to the respective Work 
Stations from 1 to Z. After leaving the grind 
ing station. Z, the box carrier units and the bCXes 
carried thereby pass through an enlarged open 
ing 89 disposed at the left end of the slot it 
and thence pass about the Sprocket 4: Cinto the 
front lead of the chain. At this time, the outlet 
boxes have been subjected to the line of Work 
stations extending from T to Z and are now 
ready to be removed from the box carrier units 
57. For this purpose we provide a box stripper 

device f 90 at the left front end of the machine 
Which forces the boxes from the resilient grip 
pers 65 of the box carrier units as the finished 
boxes are respectively presented thereto. The 
box stripper device 90 is fixedly secured to the 
base plate f 5 of the carrier mechanism anc 
includes an upstanding wall 2 integral with a 
supporting frame-like structure or bracket i2. 
The wall 9 is provided with a slot 93 extend 
ing the length thereof of a width to accorpio 
date the chuck heads. 64 of the box carrier units. 
The inner side of the wall 9 at opposite Sides 
of the slot is provided with wedge canning Su!' - 
faces 94, which extend to the entrance to the 
slot 93. As the boxes enter the slot 93, the 
bottom wall C of the box engages the surfaces 
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94 and the box is gradually wedged free from 
the resilient jaws f66, whereupon the empty box 
carrier unit moves toward the right along the rail 
Section 69 in the direction of the box loading 
mechanism 76 and the finished outlet box drops 
from the machine. A receptacle or chute may be 
located beneath the box stripper device is to 
catch the outlet boxes as they are successively 
Stripped from the box carriers. 

In Figure 39 of the drawings there is illus 
trated a wiring diagrammatic view of the means 
for intermittently energizing the solenoid 64 for 
effecting engagement and disengagement of the 
clutch elements 32 and 33 whereby to internit 
tently actuate the ram 25 relative to the inter 
mittent up and down movements of the horn die 
carrier 48. The solenoid 44 is arranged in an 
electrical circuit 95 having a source of electri 
cal energy. Also arranged in the circuit 35 is a 
normally open switch 96 consisting of a fixed 
contact 97 and a movable switch element 96, 
the latter being disposed in the path of upward 
movement of a Switch actuating arm 99 fixed to 
and extending rearwardly from the horn die car 
rier 48. As the horn die carrier nears the limit 
of its upward movement by reason of the actua 
tion of the sliding wedge plate 51, the arm 99 
pushes the Switch element 98 into engagement 
With the contact 97 which closes the circuit 95, 
thus energizing the solenoid 44 which effects a 
driving connection between the drive clutch ele. 
ment 32 and the driven clutch element 33 where 
by to impart rotation of the camshaft 3 which 
is necessary to effect a down and up movement 
to the ran 25 which carries the upper die ele 
Inents located at the respective work stations 
from Tl to S2. 
While We have specifically described the vari 

ous mechanisms embodied in the automatic out 
let box making machine and the operation there 
of, a brief explanation of the relative timing of 
the various mechanisms of the machine will now 
be set forth. It will be understood, however, 
that the intermittent reciprocation of the ram 
25 and horn die carrier 48, are timed to operate 
relative to each other to perform the trimming 
of the box edges, the punching of the knockouts, 
the punching to replace the knockouts, and the 
ear bending operations. The various horn dies 
must move into the box before these operations 
take place. The work operations upon the boxes 
takes place after the box carrier mechanism 4 
has been moved up to present the boxes to the 
work stations by actuation of its operating mech 
anism, which is in timed relation to the intermit 
tent. Operations of the ram and horn die carrier. 
As the box carrier mechanism i? 4 moves up, the 
Sprocket drive operates to move the carrier chain 
:42 a distance to move the boxes to their next 
respective Work stations. When the machine is 
operating at maximum capacity, there will be 
outlet boxes presented simultaneously to all the 
Work stations from Ti to Z whereupon each com 
plete intermittent cycle of operation of the na 
chine, an outlet box is fed to a boxcarrier unit 
i57 of the mechanism 4 by the loading mech 
anism 6, and a completed outlet box is dis 
charged from the machine as the box passes 
the stripper device 90. 

Tracing the course of a single outlet box 
through the machine (), it follows that the box 
loading mechanism f 16 presents a box to a box 
carrier unit 57 when the box carrier mecha 
nism f 4 is down in the position shown in Figure 
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26. As the box carrier mechanism swings up, the 
Sprocket drive is operated by the meshing of 
gear 50 with the stationary gear segment 54 to 
move the Sprocket chain 42 a distance between 
Work Stations. When the box reaches the first 
Work station Tone of its side walls is subjected 
to the trimming die 67 located at that station. 
As the Sprocket chain turns on its next intermit 
tent Operation, the gear 63 of the box carrier 
unit engages a rack 72 and the box carrier and 
box are turned one-quarter revolution to present 
the next adjacent side wall to the next trimming 
die located at station T and similarly upon suc 
cessive operations of the sprocket chain to the 
remaining trimming stations and throughout the 
successive stations T3 to R4 for the trimming of 
the four side walls, for punching knockouts in 
the four side walls, and for returning the knock 
outs in the four side walls. As the box reaches 
station S, its carrier unit 57 is turned one-half 
revolution during its passage to station S2 by the 
gear 63 engaging the rack 74 to facilitate the 
successive presentation of the diametrically op 
posed ears H to the bending dies 80 at the sta 
tions S and SP. The box next moves to the tap 
ping station Y where the ears are simultaneously 
tapped by the taps 97 of the thread tapping ma 
chine 84. The box next moves to the grinder OS 
at station Z, where the edges of the side Walls 
of the box are brought into contact with the 
outer face of the grinding wheel 07 to remove 
rough burrs from the trimmed edges of the box, 
and thus complete the making of an outlet box as 
shown in Figure 16. As previously explained, the 
finished box finally reaches the stripper device 
90 which disconnects the box from its carrier 

unit. 
While we have shown and described what we 

consider to be the preferred embodiment of the 
invention for a combined automatic machine 
and specifically set forth the use of the same for 
the making of electric outlet boxes, it is to be 
understood that such changes in construction, 
design, proportions, and uses, may be resorted 
to if desired, and we do not wish to restrict our 
selves to anything less than the whole of the 
invention as set forth in the claims hereto ap 
pended. 

Having thus described the invention, what 
we claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent of the United States, is: 

1. In a combined automatic machine for use 
in the making of metal outlet boxes, a plurality 
of metal box carrier units, each including a ro 
tatable chuck for supporting a metal box to be 
worked upon, a row of work stations, means for 

(i) 

intermittently moving said carrier units suc 
cessively into alined positions relative to the re 
spective work stations, work performing means 
located at the respective work stations for suc 
cessively trimming the edges of the side walls 
of metal boxes, punching knockouts successively 
in the respective side walls of the boxes, and for 
successively. returning the punched knockouts, 
and means for imparting simultaneous partial 
rotation to the chucks during each intermittent 
movement of the carrier units to successively pre 
sent the side walls of the boxes to the respective 
Work performing means. 

2. In a combined automatic machine for use 
in the making of metal outlet boxes, a plurality 
of metal box carrier units, each including a ro 
tatable chuck for supporting a metal box to be 

5 Worked upon, a row of suitably spaced Work sta 
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tions, means for intermittently moving said, cars 
rier units, successively into a lined positions rela 
tive to the respective Work stations, work per 
forming means located at the respective Worksta 
tions for successively trimming the edges of the 
side walls of metal boxes of surplus material and 
forming perforated cover attaching ears on Op 
posed side walls thereof, punching knockouts 
Successiyely in the respective Side. Walls of the 
boxes, and for successively returning the 
punched knockouts, for bending the attaching 
ears at right angde to the respective. Side Walls 
on which they are formed, and for thread tap 
ping the perforated, cover attaching, ears, and 
lineans for imparting simultaneous partial rota 
tion to the chucks during each intermittent 
movement of the carrier units to successively pre 
sent the side: walls of the boxes to the respective 
work performing means. 

3. In a machine for use in the making of metal 
Cutlet boxes, a row of equidistantly spaced Work 
stations to which a pre-shaped drawn metal box 
is presented for successively trimming the free 
edges of the side walls of the sane, successively 
punching knockouts in the respective side Walls 
of the box, and successively replacing the knock 
outs, tool means located at the respective work 
stations for performing the respective Work func 
tions assigned thereto, box carrier means for si 
multaneously presenting boxes to the respective 
work stations for operation thereon by the tool 
means, said box carrier means including a plu 
rality of carrier units, each carrier unit includ 
ing a rotary chuck for supporting a box, means 
for intermittently moving the box carrier means 
a distance to cause the carrier units to move fron 
one Work station to the next adjacent Work Sta 
tion, and means for turning the rotary chucks a 
predetermined degree of rotation during the 
movement of the box carrier units between Work 
stations for successively presenting the side walls 
of the metal boxes to the respective tool means. 

4. In a machine for making metal outlet boxes, 
means for successively trimming the free edges 
of the side walls of the box and for shaping the 
cover attaching ears thereof, means for succes 
sively punching knockouts in the respective side 
walls of the box, means for successively pressing 
the knockouts - to return, them. Within the Side 
Walls, means for bending the ears formed by the 
trimming means, and box carrier means for suc 
cessively presenting side walls of the metal boxes 
to the aforementioned means in the order named. 

5. In a machine for making metal outlet boxes, 
means for successively trimming the free edges 
of the side walls of the box and for shaping the 
Cover attaching ears thereof, means for succes 
Sively punching knockouts in the respective side 
Walls of the box, means for successively pressing 
the knockouts to return them within the side 
walls, means for bending the ears formed by the 
trimming means at right angle to the side walls, 
ear thread tapping means, edge grinding means, 
and box carrier means for successively present 
ing the side walls of the metal boxes to the afore. , 
mentioned means in the order named. 
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6. In a combined autoEratic machine for use in 
the making of metal outlet boxes, a plurality of 
metal box carrier units, each including a rotata 
ble chuck for supporting a metal box to be worked 
upon, a row. Of Work Stations, means for inter 
mittently moving said carrier units successively 
into a lined positions relative to the respective 
Work stations, box feeding means located in ad 
Vance of the first work station of said row of 
Work stations for feeding boxes to the carrier 
unitS during intervals of rest between intermit 
tent movements of the carrier units, work per 
forming means located at the respective work 
Stations for successively trimming the edges of 
the Side Walls of metal boxes, punching knockouts 
Successively in the respective side walls of the 
boxes, and for successively returning the punched 
knockouts, and means for imparting simultaneous 
partial rotation to the chucks during each inter 
inittent movement of the carrier units to suc 
CeSSively present the side walls of the boxes to 
the respective Work performing means. 

7. In a combined automatic machine for the 
making of outlet boxes as set forth in claim 6, 
including automatic means located beyond the 
last work Station of the row of work stations for 
releasing the boxes from the carrier units, 

8. In a machine for use in the making of metal 
outlet boxes, a row of equidistantly spaced work 
stations to which a pre-shaped drawn metal box 
is presented for successively trimming the free 
edges of the side walls of the same, successively 
punching knockouts in the respective side walls of 
the box, and Successively replacing the knock 
outs, tool means located at the respective work 
Stations for performing the respective work func 
tions assigned thereto, box carrier means for si 
multaneously presenting boxes to the respective 
Work stations for operation thereon by the tool 
means, Said box carrier means including a plu 
rality of carrier units, each carrier unit includ 
ing a rotary chuck for supporting a box, means 
for intermittently moving the box carrier means 
a distance to cause the carrier units to move from 
One Work Station to the next adjacent work sta 
tion, automatic box feeding means located in ad 
Vance of the first work station of said row of Work 
Stations for feeding boxes to the rotary chucks of 
the carrier units, and means for turning the 
rotary chucks a predetermined degree of rotation 
during the movement of the box carrier units be 
tween work stations for successively presenting 
the side Walls of the metal boxes to the respec 
tive tool means. 

9. In a machine for use in the making of metal 
outlet boxes as set forth in claim 8 including 
automatic means located beyond the last work 
station of the row of work stations for separating 
the boxes from the rotary chucks. 
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