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Patented Dec. 5, 1939 

UNITED STATES 

2,182,603 

PATENT OFFICE 
2,182,603 

METER BOX 

Ralph M. Walker, Charles M. Jenkins, and Carl 
W. Strong, Atlanta, Ga., assignors to Walker 
Electrical Company, Atlanta, Ga. 
Application April 8, 1938, Serial No. 200,864 

14 Clains. 

This invention relates to improvements in 
Weather-proof boxes for electric meters. 
One of the important features of the inven 

tion resides in a weathar-proof box for outdoor 
use in which an electric meter may be locked to 
prevent unauthorized tampering, and which may 
be viewed for reading at Will by the representa 
tive of an electric Service company or by the 
Subscriber of the electric Service. This Con 
venience is not broadly new, for in Walker Patent 
No. 2,007,065, there is shown a lockable Weather 
proof meter box having a Window opening in 
alinement with the dials of the meter, but to 
properly house the entire meter in the box it 
Was necessary to provide a forwardly projecting 
extension on the front cover, and accurately 
raount the meter in the box so that the face of 
the meter alined with a window opening in the 
extension. However, this invention differs from 
the Walker patent in that it enables the face 
of the meter to protrude through the front of 
the box, which eliminates the labor and material 
costs necessary to form a front extension. 
Ancther feature. Of the invention is to provide 

a weather-proof meter box of the type in which 
the cover is slid into its locking position with 
respect to the casing, and which manual act of 
sliding the cover to closed position, also serves 
to slide the meter to its supporting position upon 
and within the casing. 
A further feature of the invention is the pro 

vision of a Weather-proof meter box in which the 
face portion of the meter protrudes through the 
front thereof, and a tight joint is provided be 
tween the walls of the opening in the front of 
the box and that portion of the meter protruding 
therethrough to effect a, rain tight Seal. 
A further feature of the invention resides in 

a lockable meter box having the front, cover 
divided into an Upper section through which the 
face portion of the meter extends, and a lower 
hing sed. Section which may be opened by an al 
thorizad person to obtain access to the interior 
of the meter box without disturbing the position 
of the Upper cover saction or meter. Such type 
of front, cover enables the wiring of the meter 
after it is properly positioned in the meter box. 
A further feature of the invention is the pro 

visior of a meter box having a sliding cover 
through which this face of a netar axtends, the 
refer being anchored upon a bridge support 
sifiably connected to the 1pper nortinn of the 
box casing the bridge support being of Such 
novel construction as to provide a wiring space 
between the Support, and the rear Wall of the 

(C. 175-220) 
box casing which facilitates wiring of the netter 
through the top of the box to allow the WireStG 
be brought downwardly behind the Inetter to 
the bottom of the box and the wires properly 
connected to the meter by Opening the lower 
swinging section after the front cover and meter 
have been positioned relative to the Casing. 
With these and other objects in View, the in 

vention resides in the certain novel construction, 
combination and arrangement of parts, the eSSein 
tial features of which are hereinaftar fully de 
scribed, are particularly pointed out in the ac 
companying drawings, and in which: 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the improved 
meter box having a front cover of the hinged 
Section type showing the cover in locked position. 

Figure 2 is an enlarged vertical longitudinal 
Sectional view on the line 2-2 of Figure 1. 

Figure 3 is an enlarged horizontal Sectional 
view on the line 3-3 of Figure 1. 

Figure 4 is a vertical longitudinal Sectional 
view showing the cover aid meter preparatory 
to the upward sliding of the cover to move the 
same and the meter to final locking position. 

Figure 5 is a front elevational view of the hox 
casing with the cover and netter removed, tha 
netter support being shown in the same position 
as illustrated in Figure 4. 

Figure 6 is a detail Sectional perspective view 
Of the nineter face ceiling gasket. 

Figure 7 is a detail vertiga sectional view of 
a box similar to that shown in the preceding 
figures, but in which the front cover is provided 
With a circuit, breaker handle compartner. 

Figure 8 is a side elevational view of a netter 
box constructed in accordance With the invention 
but in which the front cover is of the single 
section type and about to be slid to its locking 
position. 

Figure 9 is a fiont elevational View of a nodi 
fied form of meter support and cover fasteiner 
With parts broken a Way and illustrating the 
front cover in fully closed position. 

Figure 0 is a detail vertical Sectional view Cin 
the line - 9 of Figure 9. 

Figure 1 is an enlarged detail vertical seg 
tional view on the line - of Figure 9. 

Figure i2.js a front elevational view of a meter 
box similar to that shown in Figure 1 but con 
Strugted for tWO meters. 

Figure 13 is a front elevational view of a meter 
box similar to that shown in Figure 1 but, con 
Structed for three meters. 

Figures 14, 5, and 16 are detail cross Sectional 
views of modified forms of meter supports. 
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Figure 17 is a fragmentary front elevational 

View With parts broken away illustrating a modi 
fied form of sliding meter Support with the cover 
in closed position. 

Figure 18 is a fragmentary side elevational view 
With parts broken away. 

Figure 19 is an enlarged vertical sectional view 
on the line 9-9 of Figure 17. 

Figure 20 is a view similar to Figure 19, but 
illustrating the nanner in which the meter is 
Slid into or out of engagement with its hanger. 

Figure 2i is a view similar to Figure 20 but, 
illustrating the meter supported by its hanger 
but prior to the association of the cover with 
the meter and casing. 

Figure 22 is a horizontal sectional view on the 
line 22-22 of Figure 17. 

Figure 23 is a detail perspective view of the 
locking plate. 

Figure 24 is a detail perspective view of the 
guide member. 

Like reference characters refer to similar parts 
throughout the several forms of the invention 
disclosed herein. 

Referring to the drawings by reference char 
acters, and at present to the form of the inven 
tion shown in Figures 1 to 5 inclusive, the 
numeral designates the improved lockable 
Weather-proof meter box in its entirety and 
Which includes a rectangular shaped casing 
Constructed of sheet metal and which casing is 
open at its front. The casing is of rectangular 
bOX-like configuration and includes a, iear Wall 
2, opposed side walls 3-3 and a botton Wall 
4. The top of the casing is closed by a cap is 
which includes a flat top wall of rectangular 
Shape in gian and downwardly depending side 
fianges which embrace the top of the rear wall 
3 and side walls 3-3. The cap 5 is fixedly 

Secured to the rear and Side Walls of the casing 
by Welding the lapping fanges to the said 
Walls. The cap 35 is of Such size as to project 
for Ward and overhang the open front of the cas 
ing for the purpose to be presently explained. 
The top Wall S has a threaded ripple 3 rising 
upwardly therefron and which nipple opens into 
the interior of the casing . . The nipple 8 pro 
Vided a Water tight connection between the meter 
OX and the conduit pipe through which tie 

Wires to the meter box pass. In some instances 
the nipple 8 may be dispensed with, for certain 
User:S may desire to bring Wires in from the bot 
tOm of the meter box through knock-outs pro 
Vided in the side walls 3 for such purposes. 
ScreWS 7 pass through openings 8 in the rear wall 
2, and enter a Wall or other like supporting 

Structure W. The heads of the Screws i are dis 
posed Within countersinks 9 which are formed by 
pressing the metal rearwardly, and which rear 
Wardly preSSed portions act as feet for abutting 
engagement. With the Wall W. 
Whereas, We have illustrated and described a 

Specific form of Wall mounting for the meter box 
, it is to be understood that other Standard 

for InS of mountingS may be used for the mount 
iing Of the ninetei box upon a Wali, poie, CrCSS 
artin Ci' other Supporting structure. 
The side Walls 3 and the bottom Wall if 

terminate at their outer free edges in inwardly 
Offset fanges 3, the flanges in the side walls 3 
extending to the top Wall 6 whereby to provide 
a. Space betWeein the fanges 9 of the Side Wall 
and the adjacent flanges ; of the cap 3. EX 
tending in Wardly from the flanged edges of the 
Side Walls is are lower notches 2 and tipper 

2,182,603 
notches 2. Fixed to the bottom Wail 4 and 
depending therefron is a keeper member 22 ha,V- 
ing an opening 23 therein. 

Slidably Supported upon the rear Wall 3 i 
a meter Support 24, and in this for In Cf tile 
invention, the Support is referred to as the bridge 
type of support and includes a front panel Wall 
25, rearwardly extending side walls 36-28, and 
outWardly extending flanges 2-2R, the Saig 
flanges being parallel to the panel Wall 25. I 
cross section, the bridge Support 28 is of SIg 
stantially J-shape or channel Shape in CrO3S 
section as best illustrated in Figure 3, tC provide 
a wire passage 28 between the rear Wai: 2 of 
the casing and the front, panel Wall 35. The 
flanges 2-2 are provided adjacent their top 
ends with inverted key hole shaped slots 29-2S 
through which the Shanks 36 of headed pins 3 ex 
tend. The headed pins 3 extend inwardly from 
the rear wall 2 adjacent the top of the 'ear Wall 
and are so located that the bridge support 24 
may be disconnected from the casing to facilitate 
the mounting of the meter upon the bridge Sup 
port and to enable Wiring of the meter and 3OX, 
preparatory to the final mounting of the Eletter 
Within the box and the SubSequent applicati.I. 
of the cover presently to be described. The Siots 
29 are of such length and the pins are located in 
Such a position. With respect to the Op. Of the 
casing that the top of the bridge Support 2: Wii 
almost strike the top of the casing When the 
enlarged portions of the key hole slotS 29 each 
the plane of the headed pins 3. 
When the bridge Support 25 is in its lower 

most position as shown in Figures 4 and 5 of the 
drawings, the lower edge of the same is disposed 
below a pair of rest pins 32-32, which pins are 
disposed in vertical alinement with the respec 
tive flanges 3-2. Of the bridge Support. By 
reference to Figure 3 of the drawings, it Will be 
Seen that the heads of the pins 3 are spaced froiin 
the rear Wall for a distance greater than the 
thickness of the flanges 2 to enable the limited 
OutWard and in Ward SWinging Or tilting nove 
ment to be imparted to the meter support 2. 
and enables the Support to be slid downWardly 
over and below the plane of the pins 32. When 
slid upwardly to a meter Supporting position, the 
lower end of the nineter support 2.É is swung in 
Wardly toward the rear Wall 2 to cause the oot 
tOn ends of the flanges 2i to reSt upOn the re 
Spective pins 32 as ShoWin in Figure 2 of the 
dra WingS. 
The panel wall 2 of the bridge Support 2; is 

provided with Suitably spaced threaded openings 
33 Which receive fastening Screws 38 employed 
for Securing an electic heter or like is ruinent 
35 to the Support i. The electric meter 35 nay 
be of any Well knoWh type having a forwardly 
projecting iace 3, the said face projecting well 
beyond the plane of the open front of the cas 
ing . 
The construction thus far described may be 

used in aSSociation. With either a twin Section 
front cover shown in Figures i to 7 inclusive and 
designated in its entirety by the runeral 3, or 
a one-piece cover as illustrated in Figures 8 to 3. 
inclusive, which atter cover will be Spacifically 
described hereinafter. 
The twin section cover S includes an upper 

cover section 38 and a lower hinged cover section 
39, the hinged connection between the two Sec 
tions being designated at 49. 
The Upper section 38 includes a front wall 4 

and in Wardly extending side flanges 42. The 
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2,182,603 
front wall 4 is provided with a round opening 
A3, the walls of which fit into a groove 44 of a 
rubber yieldable sealing gasket 45. The lower 
edge of the front Wall 4) and the side flanges 42 
terminate in outwardly, offset downwardly extend 
ing flanges 46 which lap the top edges of the 
lower thinge section 39 to provide a water-tight 
joint between the two sections. Extending in 
Wardly from the Side flanges 42 are headed pins 
4; which are adapted to enter the notches 2 in 
the side Walls 3 of the casing when the COver 
is in position upon the casing as shown in Figure 
2 of the drawings. 
The Gwyer inge Section 39 includes a front 

Wall 43, side flanges 49, and a bottom flange 
55. When the Sections 38 and 39 are in Vertical 
alinement, they cooperate to provide the closure 
3 which is of a size to snugly fit over the open 
front of the casing if, with the top ends of the 
front wall is and side flanges 42 of the upper 
section 38 itting into the cap f 5 and embraced 
by the depending flanges of the Said cap. Side 
flanges 2 of the upper Section 38 and the Side 
fianges 48 of the lower section 39 Snugly embrace 
he iiwardly offset flanges 9 of the side Walls 3 
of the casing, while the botton flange 50 of the 
lower section 39 fits beneath the flange 9 on the 
botton wall 4 of the casing and illustrated in 
Figure 2 of the drawings. 
Extending in Wardly from the side flanges 49 are 

headed pins 5 which enter the respective slots 
3 in the side walls 3-3 of the casing when the 
hinged cover Section 39 is in closed position. The 
headed pins 81 and 5 which respectively enter 
the notches 2 and 2 act to support the weight 
of the cover when the cover is in fully closed posi 
tion. If the lower hinge section 39 is swung out 
Wardly, the pins 5 are disengaged from the re 
spective notches 20, but the weight of the cover 
is then Supported by the upper pins 4 disposed 
in the slots 2. 
A latch 52 is pivoted to the botton flange 20 

of the hinge section 39 as at 53, and the said latch 
is adapted to be swung into engagement with 
the keeper 22 so as to bring the openings 54 in 
the latch into aineringnt with the opening 23 of 
the keeper, whereby a padlock or seal may be 
passed through the openings to Secure the cover 
against unauthorized removal from the casing. 

in Figure 4 of the drawings there is illustrated 
a position of the cover and meter Support just 
prior to the sliding of the cover and the meter 
surror: a cover closing and meter supporting 
position. Figure 4 also represents the position of 
the parts when removing the cover from the cas 
irg, but at present, assume that it represents the 
pplication of the cover to a position to close the 

open front of the casing . When applying the 
cCyer 3 into position, the Same is positioned over 
the open front of the casing with the project 
ing face 36 of the ineter 35 extending through the 
opening in the upper Section 38 of the cover, it 
being understood that the meter support 24 is 
in its ioWered position as shown in Figures 4 and 
3 with the lower end tilted forwardly due to the 
inner faces of the fianges 27 resting against the 
in:ner ends of the pins 32. The cover 37 is now 
slid upwardly to cause the upper ends of the cover 
to fit into the top cap 5 and when such posi 
tioi) i3 reached, the lower edges of the flanges 2 
have cleared the pins 32, whereupon inward pres 
slie upon the cover Will cause the cover and the 
?iaeter Support 24 to nove inwardly, at which time, 
the pi:S enter the notches 2 and the lower 
ends of the flange 27 rest on the pins 32 as shown 

a 

3 
in Figure 2 of the drawings. The twin section 
cover is now properly alined and Supported by the 
casing and the closure operation may be com 
pleted by SWinging the hinge section 39 in Wardly 
against the casing, whereupon the pins 5f enter 
the notches 2 and by manually swinging the 
pivoted latch 52 into engagement with the keeper 
22, the cover may be locked or sealed by passing 
a lock or seal through the registering Openings 
23 and 54. 
The type of bridge Support 24 enables wiring 

of the meter after it has been mounted on the 
Support and the cover applied in position over 
the Casing, for Wires led in through the nipple 8 
innay be brought downwardly through the Wire 
passage 28 into the lower portion of the casing, 
where they are accessible to the electrician by 
merely swinging the door section 39 outwardly. 
The hinged door 39 also permits access to the 
Wiring and to the meter without necessitating the 
separation of the cover 37 from the casing . 
However, should it be desired to remove the 
entire cover 3, it is only necessary to swing the 
hinged cover section 39 outwardly, then pull Out 
Wardly and downwardly upon the upper section 
38 to first cause the pins 2 to move out of the 
notches 4 and to cause the lower ends of the 
flanges 27 of the bridge Support 24 to clear the 
free ends of the pins 32. When the cover 37 has 
been slid dowiaWardly together with the bridge 
support 24, the downward movement being 
limited by the pins 3 striking the top ends of 
the Siots 29, the top edge of the upper section 38 
is clear of the flanges of the cap 5 as shown 
in Figure 4, whereupon outward pulling upon the 
cover Will separate the same from the protruding 
face 36 of the netter 35. 
The yieldable sealing gasket 44 provides a water 

tight sea between the walls of the opening 43 
and the protruding face of the meter, it being de 
sirable to prevent rain Water, and other precipita 
tion from entering the meter box. 

in Figure 7 of the drawings We have illus 
trated a twin section cover identical to the cover 
3 hereinbefore described, but in which the lower 
hirige section 33 is provided with a door open 
ing 55, the edges of the opening being bent out 
wardly into a flange 56. Fixedly mounted on 
the inner side of the hinged door section 39 is a 
box-like housing 56, the inner wall having a 
vertical elongated Slot 5 through which the 
manual actuating element of a circuit discon 
necting device may extend, the said device 
adapted to be mounted within the casing ad 
jacent the bottom thereof for opening and clos- : 
ing the circuit in which the meter contained in 
the meter box is arranged. Hinged to the front 
of the hinge cover section 33 is a weather proof 
door 58, the sane having a recessed portion 59 
for receiving the Weather proof flange 55 to seal 
the joints between the door opening and the 
door 58. The bottom of the door is provided 
With an ear 60 which when closed registers With 
an ear or keeper is mounted on the cover sec 
tion 39 and a lock or seal 62 may be passed 
through Opeilings in the registering ears to secure 
the door 53 in closed position against unauthor 
Zed opening. By ineans of the door 58, access 
inay 38 haid to the circuit, preaker handle with 
Gut ReceSSitating the breaking of the seal or 
Operling of the lock Which is applied to prevent 
unauthorized reiroval of the cover, or opening 
of the cover Section 39. 

1. Figlie 8 of the drawings, there is illustrated 
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4. 
bridge Support as set forth in the preceding fig 
uires, but instead of a twin Section type cover, 
there is illustrated a single one-piece cover 63 
including a front Wall or panel 64, side flanges 
$5 and a botton flange 66. The front wall 64 
is provided with an opening 6 in which is Set 
the gasket 45 heretofore described. Extending 
inwardly from, the side flanges 65 adjacent the 
bottom thereof are headed pins 66 which enter 
the notches 20 in the side walls 3 of the cas 
ing f . The bottom flange 66 in Figure 8 is pro 
vided with a pivoted latch 8' adapted to be 
brought into engagement with a keeper 68 when 
the cover is in a fully applied position to enable 
a lock or Seal to be applied to the registering 
openings in the latch 67 and keeper 68. The 
application of the cover 63 to the casing is 
the same as that described for the twin section 
cover 3, with the exception that the cover 63 
is an integral unit and does not require the 
Swinging of a door section such as shown at 39 
in the preceding figures. 

In Figures 9 to 11 inclusive, there is illustrated 
a slightly modified form of meter Support and 
a modified form of cover lock, but aside from 
these features, the construction is the Same aS 
that heretofore described. 

in Figures 9 to 11 inclusive, the meter Support 
constitutes a flat Substantially rectangular 
shaped panel 69 on which the meter 35 is mount 
ed. Such as by Screws 34. The upper portion of 
the panel 69 is provided with inverted key-hole 
shaped slots through which the shanks of 
screws pass. The Screws 7 thread into in 
Wardly extending posts 72 fixed to the rear Wall 
42 of the casing . In this form of bridge Sup 
port, instead of having the bottom of the Sup 
port, rest upon pins as heretofore described, the 
meter support 69 is provided with openings 73 
which receive the outer reduced ends 4 of postS 
5 extending inwardly from the rear wall 2. 
she meter support 69 when in meter supporting 
position as illustrated in Figures 9 and 10 is held 
spaced from the rear Wall 2 by the posts 72 and 
is to provide a wiring passage between the meter 
Support and the rear Wall of the casing and 
Which is the equivalent to the passage 28 here 
in before referred to. In the form of meter Sup 
port 89, the same function takes place during 
the application of the cover to the casing and 
its removal therefrom as described for the Op 
Cration of the channel shaped meter support 24. 

In Figures 9 and 11, there is shown a modified 
form of lock for securing the cover to the cas 
ing. This form of lock or seal includes a bracket 
a fixedly Secured to the bottom Wall 4 of the 
casing and which bracket extends forwardly 
Of the Open front of the casing and terminates 
in an upstanding ear 77, the said ear having 
a thi'eaded opening 78 therein. Fixed in the 
front wall 68 of the cover is a cup shaped mem 
her F3 having an opening 80 therein which allines 
With the threaded opening 78 when the cover is 
in closed position. A headed screw 8 is passed 
through the Opening 80 and threaded into the 
opening 8, the head of the screw being pro 
Wided With a kerf 82 adapted to register with 
Openings 83 provided in opposite walls of the 
Cup shaped member 79 whereby a wire 84 may 
be passed through the openings 83 and kerf 82 
after the Screw 8 has been screwed home, and 
the free ends of the Wire twisted and held to 
gether by a Seal 85. It will thus be seen that 
the Seal prevents access to the screw 8. Without 

2,182,603 
detection to prevent unauthorized removal of the 
Screw and removal of the cover. 

In Figures 12 and 13 of the drawings, there 
is illustrated gang meter boxes constructed in 
accordance with the invention and equipped 
With the twin section type cover 37. In Figure 
12 of the drawings, there is shown a two gang 
meter box, and in Figure 13 a three gang meter 
bOX. 
In Figures i4 to 16 inclusive, there is illus 

trated modified forms of the meter support. In 
Figure 14, the support in its entirety is designated 
86, and includes a metal bridge 87 having in 
wardly extending side walls 38 and outwardly ex 
tending flanges 89 which are the equivalent to 
the flanges 2 hereinbefore described. Fixed to 
the front side of the bridge panel 8 by screws 
9) is a wood panel 9 to which the meter to be 
Supported is directly attached. 
In Figure 15 there is shown a meter Support 

designated in its entirety by the numeral 92 and 
which includes a fiat metal panel 93 having a 
wood panel 94 secured on the Outer side thereof 
by fastening screws 95. The sides of the Wood 
panel 35 terminates short of the sides of the metal 
panel 93 to provide flanges 96 equivalent to the 
flanges 2: hereinbefore mentioned. The meter to 
be supported by the Support 92 is directly at 
tached to the Wood panel 94. 

In Figure 16 the meter Support is designated 
in its entirety by the numera 9 and includes a 
Wood panel 98 having -shaped imetal strips 99 
fastened thereto by screws . The flanges 9 
of the L-shaped strips 99 extend outwardly from 
Opposite sides of the Wood panel S8 and are the 
equivalent to the flaxnges 23 hereinbefore de 
scribed. In this form, the meter to be supported 
is directly attached to the outer face of the WOOd 
panel 98. 

In Figures 17 to 23 inclusive, a modified form 
of sliding Support is provided for the meter, and 
in this forn, a slight change is made in the con 
struction of the upper portion of the meter cas 
ing. In this form of the invention, the upper 
portion of the rear Wall 32 of the meter casing 
is pressed out rearwardly to provide a rearwardly 
stepped shoulder 83 to which is welded a hanger 
plate 64, the said plate having a vertical slot 95 
extending downwardly from the top edge of the 
plate. The offset portion formed in the rear Wall 
is further stepped rearwardly to provide a vertical 
recess (6, the reai wall of the recess being dis 
posed in suitable Spaced relation to the hanger 
plate 3. Welded to the rear side of the hanger 
plate C4 and bridging the slots 05 is a stop bar 

having a lower rearwardly facing beveled 
portion 338. Welded to the inner side of the rear 
wall of the recess S is a rest plate 99, the 
thickness of the plate 99 being approximately 
less than one half the distance between the inner 
face of the hanger plate 24 and the rear wall of 
the recess . Slidable vertically within the 
recess and captively held therein is a fat head 

which is square is shown in Figure 23 and 
integral with and extending inwardly from the 
head 20 is a boss having an internally screw 
threaded bore 2. The head G is loosely slid 
able vertically Within the recess and may, by for 
Ward tilting, be slid from the lower end of the 
receSS to the upper portion thereof to seat upon 
the rest plate 9 as indicated in Figure 19 of the 
dra Wings. The boss projects through the 
Slot 55 in the hanger plate and it is by means 
Of the boss that the meter to be slidably sup 
ported is connected to the flat head O. The 
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ing to close the open front thereof, interfitting 
Imeans between said cover and Said casing for 
Supporting said cover on Said casing when Said 
cover has been vertically slid to closing position, 
and means for Supporting said meter Support in 
meter supporting position when moved thereto 
by reason of the face of the meter which is 
mounted On Said Support protruding through 
Said opening and the vertical sliding of said COver 
to closing position. 

9. In a meter box, a casing open at its front, 
a meter panel Support slidably mounted and 
mounted for tilting movement on the rear Wall 
of said casing to facilitate a limited vertical slid 
ing, and outward and inward SWinging move 
ment of said meter panel support relative to the 
rear Wall of Said casing, and rest elements ex 
tending in Wardly from the rear Wall of Said cas 
ing on Which the botton edge of Said panel Sup 
port rests when the same is slid upwardly within 
said casing and swung inwardly the rear Wall of 
Said Casing. 

i0. In a meter box, a casing open at its front, 
a, ineter Support comprising a panel Section of 
channel shape in cross section, flanges extend 
ing outwardly from opposite sides of Said panel 
section having vertical elongated slots therein 
adjacent the top thereof, headed pins extending 
forwardly from the rear Wall of Said Casing and 
passing through said slotS and loosely connect 
ing the upper portion of Said meter Support to 
the rear wall of said casing for tilting and Verti 
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cal sliding movement, and rest elementS extend 
ing inwardly from the rear Wall of said Casing 
On which the lower end of said meter support 
rests when the Same is slid upWardly and SWung 
inwardly to a stationary meter supporting posi 
tion. 

11. In a meter box, a casing open at its front, 
a mater Supporting panel, means for slidably 
and tiltably connecting the upper portion of Said 
meter panel to the rear Wall of said casing to 
facilitate the limited vertical sliding and OutWard 
and inward swinging movement of said meter 
panel, said meter panel having Spaced Openings 
provided therein adjacent the bottom thereof, 
and pins extending inwardly from the real' Wall 
of said casing and respectively entering Said 
openings when said meter panel is slid upwardly 
and swung inwardly relative to said casing for 
supporting said meter panel in a raised station 
ary meter Supporting position. 

12. In a meter box, a casing open at its front 
and having a recess in the rear wall adjacent the 
top thereof, a fixed bridge plate overlying said 
recess and having a vertical slot therein, a meter, 
a hanger bracket carried by Said meter, a head 
carried by said bracket and extending through 
said slot for connecting said meter to the rear 
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Wall of Said casing for vertical sliding movement 
relative thereto, and a rest for receiving and Sup 
porting Said head when Said meter is slid up 
Wardly to meter supporting position. 

13. In combination, a meter box of the type 
having a bOX-like body open at its front and a 
top Wall extending for Ward beyond the Side Wails 
of the body and provided with depending front 
and Side flanges, a renovable cover having side 
flanges, said cover adapted to be applied to the 
Open front of said body by engaging the Side 
flanges thereof with the side walls of said body 
by tilting and sliding the same upwardly So that 
the top of the cover engages the inner sides of 
the depending front and side flanges, means for 
Securing Said cover in closed position; Said cover 
having a meter face opening therein, a meter 
Support slidably mounted and mounted for tilt 
ing movement within said body, a meter fixedly 
mounted on Said meter support With its face 
extending through the opening in Said cover, 
whereby said meter Support and meter may be 
tilted and slid with Said cover during its appli 
cation to and removal from Said body, and means 
On Said body engageable by Said meter Support 
When the same is slid upWardly to the limit of 
its upward sliding movement With said cover for 
receiving and Supporting the Weight of Said 
meter Support and meter carried thereby. 

14. In combination, a meter box of the type 
having a box-like body open at its front and a 
top Wall extending for Ward beyond the Side Walls 
of the body and provided with depending front 
and side fanges, a removable cover having Side 
flanges, said cover adapted to be applied to the 
open front of Said body by engaging the side 
fianges thereof with the side Walls of Said body 
by tilting and sliding the same upwardly so that 
the top of the cover engages the inner sides of 
the depending front and side flanges, means for 
securing said COver in closed position; Said cover 
having a meter face opening therein, a meter 
support captively and slidably mounted and 
mounted for tilting movement on the rear wall 
of Said body, a meter fixedly mounted on Said 
meter support and having a forwardly projecting 
face Snugly fitting within the meter face open 
ing, whereby said cover, meter support, and 
meter may be tilted and slid upwardly as a unit 
during the application and removal of the cover 
from said body, and rest means engageable by 
said meter support upon the limit of its upward 
sliding movement to relieve the cover of the 
weight of the meter and meter support when 
the cover is in closed position. 

RALPH. M. WALKER. 
CHARLES M. J.ENKINS, 
CARLL W. STRONG. 
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