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SMENDIDLY DISREGARDING TOPOGRAPHY, the Aqg-
veduct sweeps over the hills and inte the valleys,
through pastureland, erchards, and semi-suburban
development. Photo by J. M. Welsh, Bureav of
Reclamation.

Water was a problem to Junipero Serra and
his followers from the time they first set foot in
the San Diego area in 1769 to establish a Francis-
can outpost of Christianity. In the years which
have elapsed, the water problem has become no less
pressing but much more complex. During these
years, the agencies responsible for supplying water
in the San Diego area developed local supplies,

first from wells, and then from surface water
sources. The area of surface water supply was
limited to the western slope of close-lying coastal
range of mountains. These mountains fall away
on the east to what was until comparatively re-
cent years a barren waste lying below sea level
‘known as the Salton Sink, now become the richly
productive Imperial Valley.

Beyond the coastal range and beyond the Salton
Sink lay the Colorado River, long an erratic but
sbundant potential source of water but for many

',.!ﬂrs beyond physical and economic reach of the
San Diego area. With passage of the Boulder
Canyon Project Act, the Colorado River water
supply could be made firm by storage in Lake
Mead above Hoover Dam and the physical means

~of carrying that water to the eastern foothills of
 the coastal range made available in the All-
American Canal. Foreseeing full development
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of the local water sources, the City of San Diego
entered into contracts with the United States for
storage of water in Lake Mead and for capacity
in the All-American Canal. The contracts were
executed in the early nineteen-thirties, at which
time it was considered that the local water sources
would provide full supply with safety for a con-
siderable period. This period was shortened dras-
tically by the expanding military and manufac-
turing activities in the San Diego area during the
early war years.

In May of 1943, the City and County of San
Diego entered into contracts with the United
States which provided that the Bureau of Recla-
mation make investigations to determine the means
and cost of bringing Colorado River water to the
San Diego area. During progress of these in-
vestigations, the problem of sufficient water sup-
ply became so acute and alarming that the mat-
ter was called directly to the attention of the
President in 1944. He appointed a committee to
study and report on the question. The commit-
tee, on the basis of the investigations so far made
by the Bureau of Reclamation, recommended im-
mediate construction of a connection to the Metro-
politan Water District’s Colorado River aqueduct
in preference to the alternative connection to the
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All-American Canal. The President, on Novem-
ber 29, 1944, so directed. Construction was to be
at half ultimate capacity. The Bureau of Rec-
lamation was directed to design and the Navy De-
partment to construct the aqueduct. The work
was undertaken as directed and the first Colorado
River water reached the San Diego area on the
26th of November 1947. This part of the aqueduct
was known as the first barrel.

The San Diego County Water Authority, an
association of cities and water districts in San
Diego County, was organized on June 9, 1944.
This organization contracted with the United
States to repay the costs of construction and to
assume operation and maintenance of the aqueduct.
Subsequently, the San Diego County Water Au-
thority joined The Metropolitan Water District
of Southern California under terms which pro-
vided for joint operation by the two agencies.
Beginning in December 1947, the aqueduct was
operated almost continuously to full capacity. A
period of deficient rainfall, which decreased the
local supplies, forced greater and greater depend-
ence upon Colorado River water for immediate
use rather than as a reserve source of water. This
happened at a time when increased military and
manufacturing activities due to the Korean hos-
tilities had placed additional drain on the water
supplies of the San Diego area.

Acting to augment the reserve supply of water,
the San Diego County Water Authority entered
into a contract with the United States on April
25, 1949, under which the Bureau of Reclamation
undertook investigation of the location and cost
of a second barrel which would bring the aqueduct
to full capacity. The Authority pressed for
authorization of the construction of the second
barrel through the Department of Defense and
authorization for construction by Department of
the Navy was made by Public Law 171 of the 82nd
Congress on October 11, 1951. The Department
of the Navy, at that time heavily burdened with
military construction activities, asked the Bureau
of Reclamation to design and construct the second
barrel.

On October 21, 1951, the interested agencies,
consisting of the San Diego County Water Au-
thority, The Metropolitan Water District of
Southern California, the Department of the Navy
represented by the District Public Works Office,
Eleventh Naval District, and the Department of
the Interior represented by the Regional Di-
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rector’s Office, Region 3, met in San Diego to dis
cuss means of getting construction of the second
barrel under way as soon as possible. The con-
ferees had early success in agreeing upon major
questions which would permit the work to go for- ¢
ward. Public Law 171 prohibited expenditure of
funds appropriated to the Department of the
Navy for this work until a repayment contrat
had been entered into with the San Diego County
Water Authority and its constituent members. To
prevent delay in surveys and designs, the County
Water Authority advanced under formal agree
ment enough money to permit the Bureau of Rec-
lamation to start at once on this work. The first|
construction contracts were awarded on September
8, 1952, slightly short of eleven months after:
authorization. The entire aqueduct was under.
contract award by December 15, 1952. The sec-
ond barrel was placed in full service on October 2,
1954, and all construction was declared completed
and the works turned over to the Navy on January
10, 1955. |
The San Jacinto-San Vicente aqueduct, to use
its official name, originates by connection to the
Colorado River aqueduct of The Metropolitan
Water District of Southern California, near the
town of San Jacinto in Riverside County, Cali-
fornia. From point of connection, the aqueduct
extends southward through Riverside County into

Continved on page 49

SECOND BARREL of the San Jacinto-San Vicente Aqueduct com-
pleted so as te be usable for Its full iength on October 2, 1954.
Commemorating the occasion (I. to r.), Richard S. Holmgren,
General Manager and Chlef Engineer, San Diego County Water
Authority; Fred A. Hoilbron, Chairman of the Board Authorily;
Dean Howell, San Diego County Supervisor; Regional Director
E. G. Nielsen, Region 3 (now Assistant Commissioner), Bureow of
Reclamation; and Captain C. W. Porter, U. S. Navy. Pholo
courfesy San Diego Union.
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