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WOOD SEPARATION FROM EARTH 
2013 CALIFORNIA BUILDING CODE SECTION 2304.11.2 

 

The following is general requirements for wood separation from earth based on the 2013 California 

Building Code. This handout is intended to provide general information, contact the Building & Safety 

Division for any questions or additional information. 

 

 

 
 

SECTION 2304.11.2.1 

UNDER-FLOOR CLEARANCES 

EXCEPTION  2 SECTION 1910.1 

CONCRETE SLAB ON GRADE MUST BE AT LEAST 

3 ½ INCHES THICK 
 

EXTERIOR WALL COVERING 

PER SECTION 2304.11.2.5 

 

8” MIN 

 
6” ABOVE EXPOSED 

EARTH- SEPARATED 

BY IMPERVIOUS 

MOISTURE BARRIER 

1” ABOVE 

SLAB/DECK 

EXPOSED CRAWL 

SPACE 

½” AIR SPACE 


