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get good performance.

If laminating is difficult, foaming in
place is even more so, says Winter, a
veteran urethane foamer. The process is
technically complex, chemically volatile,
and as much art as science.

The manufacturers do seem to agree
that it’s best to avoid home-grown
panels—particularly if the panels will
bear structural loads. The bond of foam
to facing is what transfers the loads to

Northern Energy Homes,
Norwich, Vt., supplies
completely pre-cut house
‘packages using polystyrene
panels and a simplified timber
frame. On the interior face,
Northern Energy uses either
pine [cover photo] or drywall -
backed by waferboard.

the skin and gives the panels their
strength.

As for the best skin material, there is.

little agreement. Timber-framer Benson
experimented with plywood on the ex-
terior. He says he had problems with
the plies delaminating. A few years ago,
he switched from waferboard to Ori
ented Strand Board (OSB) because it’s
stronger and holds nails better than the
waferboard. All facing materials have to

be strapped, he says, to receive heavy
sidings because there are no studs.
Another timber-framing company—
Northern Energy Homes—tried wafer-
board panels before switching back to
plywood. The waferboard had a “nega-
tive appeal to clients” and the savings
in cost over plywood was marginal.
On the interior face, Northern Energy
Homes uses either %-inch T&G pine or
Ve-inch drywall. The Y-inch drywall is
backed by Y4-inch waferboard—there to
keep the panels a uniform thickness and
to provide a nailbase for inside trim.
With just a drywall skin, hanging finish
materials such as kitchen cabinets can
present a problem. Tedd Benson has
2x4’s custom fitted into the kitchen
panels where wall and base cabinets will
attach. For lightweight items, he says,
molly bolts into the foam work just fine.

Grooves and slots
Like most building products, “a panel
is only as good as its installation,” says
Benson. The key is having a good sys-
tem to attach one panel to another.
Most panels use some spline system to
get continuity between panels.

How finicky one must be at the joint
is a matter of judgment. A full wood
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For a free brochure on ClarkLite insulated
building panels write Clark Industries, 375
East Fifth Avenue, Dept. 1-B1085, Colum-
bus, OH 43201. Phone (614) 294-3761 or dial
toll free outside Ohio 1-800-848-3570
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ClarkLite Insulared
Building Panels

¢ ClarkLite—stressed-

skin, load-bearing in-

sulated building

panels with a pre-

expanded polysty-

rene core

ClarkLite quality—

product performance

with over 20 years of

manufacturing

technology

ClarkLite versatility—

residential and com-

mercial roof, wall and

floor systems

o ClarkLite economy—
quick, easy, money-
saving installation

¢ ClarkLite energy
efficiency—saves on
> heating and cooling
costs when compared
to conventional
building methods

e ClarkLite reliability—
meets most standard
building codes
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